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THE ULTIMATE SUMMER

Califorma’s Italian Renaissance

Along a three-mile stretch of Newport Coast is the Resort at Pelican Hill, an extravagant haven-

cum-hotel that combines haute California style with, ves, more than a little Tuscan flavor.

(% exwy o imagine oncsell on
the wrong coast, standing there
surroaended by moere cthan a hun-
dred willas with termacotta moof
that look like they belong on the
gentle slopes of Tuscanwy. A vast
expanse of water with ships ailing for the
horizon Hes shead, and off in the distance
i adi mlamel that 'H.I:g{l.’\l'-...ull’!.‘l.‘ll.' Parta
Ercole. The '.I.'Jlls,l.\'r:.". are lined with olive

trees. The main entrmance fons on a pi-
azza, The chimate & rght. The whaole scene
sereamis Itabian halkide town by the sea
The reality is, your pline landed min-
ules ago at fohin Wayne Alrport in Orange
i'.-nl.lllr!,', California, The se3 & the Pacific
Oicean, not the Mediterranean. And that's
Catalina Island doing a credsble stand-in
The Resort at Pelican Hill, a3 masiave
50 acres with owo golf courses designed

by Tom Fazio, lies contiguious o Crystal
Cove State Park, a pristine landscape that
extends along three and 2 half miles of
cosstline between Mewport Beach and La-
guna Beach. The location allows For pan-
oramic vistas froan any of the 128 villas and
204 bungalow suites on the property:

Just as siviking as the view 15 the re-
sty architectiire, |:||.5.pin.'-.| 1'-':.' all l!l:lrl;.::-
Italizm, it would weem, but with a tpeu,'ul
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nod 1o Palladio, who, of course, drew upon
the ¢clasie |.'l|.1||d.1np,; l:u'lhr.:lpl-t: af anciem
Rome and Greece. 5o, too, Pehoan'’s mas.
ter bailder borrowed inspiration for his
21st-century Xanadu, creaung carefully
manicured garders with lalian cvpres
and stone pines along secluded pathways
.'I.T!I! F“.'I'I'.I:E ETirandcs

[t's all she vision of Donald Bren, chair-
man of the Irvine Company, a privately
held development firm founded more
than 140 years agger and kisown for s port
folio of prime California real estare in Oie-
ange Ciounty, han Hllrgn. Los .ﬁ.ngrlrs. and
Silicon Valley. "Bren believed strongly that
thiz architectiral ':l;:r'le wogld mamslate per-
fectly to the MNewport Coast,” says Ralph
Grippo, prevdent of the Irvine Com-
pany Resort Properties. "Palladio mspined

homes amnd willas i Mediterranean locales
with similar climates and vegetation.”
Bren's specific mfluences were the 16th-
cenmry villas Palladio designed a3 summer
retrexts for the merchants of Yenice, sites
Bren has visited when traveling o Tizly,
Entitlements and design of the resort laseed
about four vears from inception o the
start of comstrucnion, which took another
18 moaths. lndustry analyses estimiate the
cost at £330 milliop—anad 1'|.1:|:||.1:|||.F."l'.":lur
goal was o create an Comic property,” 1
b {Lrippﬂ Puats it “and we conmmmmitied
the resoutces necesary o a-'.i.'l.rll:'ll]-llﬂl 1

That includes hand-cut limestone from le-
aly, cuntnmired tles modeled on o in the
grand piazza of Siena, and [ralian wrowight-
iron pendant binterns and scomoes. But look
a littde closer at some of the deails, ke the

antiquing of mwof iles to repheate old Italaan
buiddings, and chiz & not guite 16t-centery
Tusscanny=—twat still the effect i ransporting.

As 1n the meticubont wevice, which be-
gim even before arrival and makss every
effort to bve up to the §3,350-a-night price
tag (for a four-bedroom villa), The villas, set
apart on their own promontory, facton as
a mesort withbn a resorr, 4 gated commanity
of sors with a concierge=statfed clubhoase,
an infinity pool, cabanas, a stage-of-the-art
himess soedio, 'p-lm. a cal® and H"—“- When
youl reterve a villa, the concierge—or ™ Per-
sonal Travel Disigner,” 21 they're officially
called—wall phone within a day or two 10
plan a full innesary; confirm dinmer res-
ervations, spa AppoiNLments, Ared MUseum
hours, Disneyland tickets (the park is just
30 munutes away), and car rentals; and even
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stock the pantry and
Sub-Zero  fridge with
requested staples—all im
an effort o make the
villa feel bke a3 second
ome, with the comions
of a five=itar hotel

An on-call butder ser-
vice will replensh the
wine vault, do the af-
BErTioon h:mdr:,'. or ar-
mnge bor ome of the
reaartr chef o CaTe
over and cook a fam-
tly dinner on the Walf
stove with the All-Clad
pois and pans stored in
the cupboard. They can
serve 16 alfresco on the
privale, overize lerfce
with enough room o
ivate the neighbors. (An early vasit vo the
property, Thanksgiving weekend 2008,
showed a few kinks—but very few—in the
butler service: More attentzon to detal, we
thought, needed to be paid.)

All that’s been smoothed out, imsisas the
villas" general Manager, OMiver Rooakens
“Ai we pot to know our gucses bewter,” he
sy, “we enhanced the service to make 15t
mere namediate and personal. For exam-
ple. maests are greeted by the batler team
upon arrival and escorted dirccely o their
villa for check-in. The butler then deter-
manes any special needs and preferences 1o
personalize their sty in every way—from
having coffee ready 3t a2 cormin ome 1o
arraseging for the msorts Hen:Eqr' o ke
them wherever thiey want to go.”

Thae could be o one of five exteries
on the propery, Chel’ Gianluca Re Frai-
chind ereates northern Ibian dishes with
fresh pasta madde daily in a remperature
cofitrolled “pasta room™ at Andrea, the
rhons signaiiee cestaurant. Pelican Grill
at the golf club serves California owisine
with more than 30 wines by the glas, The
Calfe is the place to go for wraditional Tral-
1 ke cream made cvery mocning in the
Laboratorio del Gelato, Outside the main
|l.]-|:"|‘!"§'—l|."ﬁ'.l ko as the Great Hunm. an
unpretentious lving moom of sors offering
3 Champagne cart, ltalian cocktals, OEgANIC
coffees and teas—s the Coliveurn Pool &
Grill with a ment of pizzas and paming

The restanrant overlooks the centerpicce
af Pelican Hill, the Coliveum Pool, &t 136
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SRS CHOAAGE SLETOWNT [Rd Cifaum and willh SoolL. whie ko Aive e own area

feet i diameter, it lays claim 1o being the
Lirgest circular pool in the world, holding
380,000 gallons of saltwater, The radiant
blue bottom comes courtesy of 1.1 million
miosaie tiles, each one carefially cur and set
|J!r land. Vauilted arches and cormced -cnl-

Cottages on
the Cove

#] 4 sense of what Ihe old beachoomb-

ey cays of CABlDrnia were e by lak-
a3 & ahort walk or Pellcan HIl's courbesy
shullhe bus down ba Cryalal Cove Beach,
lestied under overhanging biulils are 45
cottages budt bebwesn 20 ard 1950,
Once shabed lor developeret G5 3 resoet
and mow D] ol e Cryshal Cod Snale
Patia Hiskoric District, 21 of tha cottages
P it passstakingly resiored, snd
1% &l Ehem are avafabie as rentak lor a
mraximum of $Evien diys Ded polf Each
is citferent from the nesk, wilh whimsical
ramad Eke Shell Shace, Sand Castie, and
Scuilty Soa Shanby Trey feature virtoge
Puffiilaf wilhi pesent-day amenilies [k
MiCIowWaes. AVeErage rental lpes are SIS0
per mighl, Bt s<ocing 8 berth = sakd to
b lap winning the lohiery, You musl ol
o thie firsd of Ahe morth &t precisely B
i PST {soven manthi i sovaendil, Visil
cryitalcovebeathoctlages.ong o call 800+
444-TIT5, Thare's alsa & lovesy onrslbe
resilasrant called The Beachoomber (had's
within sarshol of the crashing wavis,

LTS SEPOIT 3 (eTace
of 18 recesed cabanas
so decadendy luxurious
that aaee aliveose CRpTCL
Mero to be ploving his
fidele while r:lu:ing
on a lounge chair—that
is, if e could keep his
eyes off the M-inch
flsmereen TV mwsalled
i each, Truch is, the
entire Coliseum  Pool
complex is so over-the-
wop that itk charming,
like those old sand-and-
vword movie epics once
made o keep Charlton
Heston in a toga,

CHE po the side is the
kids' clubhouse, Camp
Pelican, which is out-
fimed with evervthing from Wil games
to touch-screen computers o iPod ac-
cessories. The full- and half-day pro-
grams keep the children occupied so the
sdults can golfl or escape to the resorths
23, (K0-sgmare-foot spa.

Entered wia a \lrl.l:lng I-foor Palladian
mouneda, the Spa at Pelican Hill howses 22
wEatment monm .:l-l:lng with the requisite
siEaEn oo, aane, whitlpook, awd seak-
ing tubs, but m a sophsocated Roman
bath=like seming. The relaxation moms fea-
ture light-refAecting water walls that are in-
stantly calming. Spa director Basia Mo,
formerly of Cfai Valley Tnn & Spa, has in-
hmed the memu of services with locally
prown herbs, extracts, and botanscak. The
emphasis varies with the seasom—iigs m
the fall, pomegranates iy winder, honey in

Spring, and lavender i annmmer. One of the
maore excheve services offered is the Men’s
Grooming fewl, which inchudes a dﬂp-
cleansing treatment wing Hommage prod-
aces, a scalp masage, a skin-comditioning
pusk, amd evebrow rinuming. [ at-home

treatiniciits are the order of the day, a pa
therapist will set up shop in a vills or bunga-
low for reflexology, deep-tissue, or the Ami-
ber Cold Signanare massage wsing dry
'|.1r|.ul1|r.||.|; t':-;fl.1hll:|m1.iir.|p:-1 and |1J|m-r'1'l:m-r|
fanming not included —FRAMNK VIZARD
Brurvpalow sidnes shanr & $695 & might, il at
EI.JFEFﬁ: o Firn=bedrogan. [Far o irafon-
rion and reservation, call SO0-315.5214 or
£ to pelicantill, com.
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